
   
 

Her extraordinary dedication and, above all, her greatness of soul attracted many vo-

cations. As it happened in the past with the Portuguese Hospitallers in relation to Calais, 

there were several Third Order communities and the pupils of extinct Convents who wished 

to join the Hospitallers, as it was the only Congregation approved by the Government of 

Portugal and found shelter in the kind heart of Mother Clara(Cf. MENDES DE MOURA, Rosa 

Helena. Maria Clara do Menino Jesus sua gente e sua obra, Coimbra, 2013, pgs. 247). 

 

In her sensitive and simple heart lay a profound sensitivity, entirely focused on oth-

ers. The loss of her parents at the dawn of her adolescence couldn’t make her a closed, bit-

ter, inhibited and self-centered person. What stood out in her life was the affection she re-

ceived in her early years. More than allowing herself to be marked by the adversities of life, 

she experienced such intense divine grace, that filled the emptiness left by the loss of her 

loved ones and enlarged her capacity to love without measure. 

 

With a chaste heart and open to friendship, she loved everyone and made herself 

loved through the delicate sentiments of soul and the gentleness of her behaviour, creating 

around her a big circle of faithful and lasting friendships. Her disposition towards love, evi-

dent since her youth, was not interrupted with her religious consecration. On the contrary, 

these were the great benefactors of the Congregation at the difficult beginning. However, 

she tried to be fair and impartial, without being conditioned by friendship. The great love 

that she consecrated to God and the true meaning of her duty were sufficient reasons for an 

emptying of affections that would progressively lead her to solitude. 

 

She allowed herself to be loved by the Sisters with great simplicity. She considered 

the affection she had for anyone was natural to any Superior, as she advised in the Constitu-

tions: All Sisters, without exception, will see as a duty to love her faithfully and obey her 

with a great spirit of faith(Cf. MENDES DE MOURA, Rosa Helena. POSITIO Super vita, virtutibus et fama sanctitatis 

Mariae Clarae a Iesu Infante, Vol. I Informatio, Romae, 2002, pgs.128-129). 
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