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Having entered into the ways of God, her strong and resolute nature was perfected
by grace and she progressively adhered to the signs that the Divine Will presented to her.
Thus she became capable of facing the storms of persecution, contradiction and slander,
persevering to the end in the search for true good and in fidelity to her own mission. She
knew how to purify her tendencies and desires and courageously assumed the decision to
do the novitiate in France and remained there as long as it was necessary, despite the dif-
ficulties and tribulations.

The cardinal virtue of fortitude stood out in Mother Clara’s life, especially in the
years of greatest suffering. Showing herself strong in following the Lord and His will, her
fortitude shines through not only as a natural gift, but also as a virtue infused into her
soul, through the action of the divine Spirit. From Him came the strength to always be
courageous and persistent, no matter how difficult the duty to be fulfilled or the good to
be achieved.

After the unexpected death of Father Beirdo, with the natural fear of seeing herself
alone at the head of a rapidly growing Congregation, she did not hesitate in “doing heroic
violence to herself to animate herself” to take over the Government and never lost cour-
age before the countless difficulties she had to face. She assumed this mission with cour-
age and fidelity and, with a rare sense of responsibility she also assumed the mission of
formator, always attentive to the growth of the Community.

The constant and resolute correspondence with divine grace determined in her
such a process of sublimation of her own tendencies, that we can affirm that her extraor-
dinary courage was based on an attitude of faith, voluntarily assumed and she received
everything as coming from the hands of God. When accusations began to pour down upon
her, she found herself surrounded by distrust from friends and benefactors, and she suf-
fered deeply, as Sister Saudade writes: Her heart could not be insensitive to the atmos-
phere in which she found herself surrounded and which made her suffer so much from those
who, in the past, provided her with such valuable assistance in the successful performance of

her thorny role and progress in life (Cf. MENDES DE MOURA, Rosa Helena. POSITIO Super vita, virtutibus et
fama sanctitatis Mariae Clarae a lesu Infante, Vol. I Informatio, Romae, 2002, pgs. 103-104; 107).



