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MOTHER
CLARA:

Meeting of two
glances

“I see the providential glance of God watching over us”!

Ever since the initial formation the above mentioned expression left a mark of its value on the
Franciscan Hospitaller Sisters. At this moment, as we celebrate the 125 years of the Eternal Easter of
Sister Maria Clara do Menino Jesus, we need to question ourselves: Are we capable of understanding
the depth and the strength of that expression? Let us reflect on these words so rich for the franciscan
hospitaller spirituality:

«I see»: In the catholic spirituality, the expression -I see- could be related to the imaginary vi-
sion, when the sensible representation is verified in the imagination (Cf. FALCAO, Manuel Franco.
Popular Catholic Encycopedia, Mystical Visions, Paulinas, Sdo Paulo, 2004, pg. 537). The “I see” in the
expression of Mother Clara reveals the act “to see” that transcends the physical perception and re-
fers to the intuitive or spiritual understanding. Mother Clara seems to see the untouchable and this
involves a profound vision of truth and interior nature. To see the untouchable and the invisible re-
veals the art of connecting well with the divine. When Sister Mother Clara refers to: I see a providen-
tial glance of God watching over us, she seems to visualize a horizon not reachable through simple visu-
al sense. The expression “I see”, coming from the lips and the heart of our Foundress, seems to have
gone as far as the glance of St. Stephen who, filled with the Holy Spirit, says that he has seen the glory
of God: «I see the Heaven open...»(Cf. Acts 7: 55). Oh Mother Clara, how much you teach us to go be-
yond!... The world teaches us to remain in the ephemeral from where, many a times, we can draw
superficial conclusions. With wisdom that comes from your glance fixed the Penetrating Spirit,
teaches us how to launch a more profound glance and to remain in the distant God!

«A providential glance of God». From this expression and from the photographs that we
have of Sister Maria Clara, there seems to be an intertwining of her gaze in the gaze of God that gives
origin to a revelation of trust between the two. The glance of Mother Clara is a trustful glance that
meets the providential glance of God. With the difficulties existing at the beginning of the Congrega-
tion, the action to contemplate the providential glance of God one can imagine that it was steadfast
in her person. This attitude of trust of our Foundress manifests a relationship that is lead, not only
by the physical glance, but and above all, by the longitude of the interior glance through which she is
able to touch the infinitude of God, revealing a firm faith. To fix the glance on divine providence is to
anchor the soul in the source of confidence and of peace. In the providential glance of God, Mother
Clara saw a plan much greater than the adversities that surrounded her, guiding her at every step.
By fixing her gaze on the Provident and Good God, her worries disappeared, helping her to maintain
the confidence in the source of all her provisions. Every moment of hardships of her life were inter-
twined in the divine providence, covering her steps in the certainty that she was not journeying
alone.

«that watches over us». The “watching” of God over us is an expression that transcends the simple
act of watching. It is a concept that refers to the careful and loving protection of God over us. The
confidence in the watchful glance of God provides comfort, serenity and hope. His constant watch
over us, as an attentive guardian, guides us in moments of challenges. This “watching” of God over us
is a reminder that, even in the shadows of uncertainties, we are surrounded by the divine light that
sustains us and leads us towards interior peace.



