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Mother

CLARA:
The glance of hope

RASCOA ETERNA

One of the most admirable aspects of Mother Clara’s religious personality is her in-
vincible and healthy christian optimism. The Servant of God lived hope as a response of
fidelity to Love, an attitude consistent of one who has totally given herself to God, remain-
ing under the light of His gaze, living solely for God, not having more than one heart and
one soul in God.

In her first address to the Community of St. Patricio, an inner disposition is already
evident that continues to assert itself throughout her existence. Her contemporary Sister
Saudade says that Mother Clara gave them a very touching exhortation, encouraging them
to always follow their vocation with generous and unchanging love, without ever allowing
themselves to be discouraged, whatever maybe the trials and tribulations. Aware that Di-
vine mercy is always ready to accept our small efforts of conversion, she believed that it
was always time to recover the initial enthusiasm and begin to love the Lord again.

During the countless difficulties raised by the Apostolic Visits, she continued to be-
lieve that the finger of God is upon our poor Congregation. She made the suffering Christ
the entire reason of her living, with such absolute confidence, that in all her words and
attitudes we can read the same confession as of Paul: For me, to live is Christ. She never
allowed herself to be depressed, until the moment of truth arrived, but continued to see
in everything the loving and permanent action of God: A series of graces have been given
to us from time to time, who can deny it?! This realization for her was yet another reason
to persevere in hope. She felt confirmed in the certainty that One who had never aban-
doned her would remain faithful till the end.

When she felt that she was dying in solitude and deepest failure, she continued to
hope in Him with all the strength of the most absolute trust and the most dedicated,
grateful and humble love. Her contemporary Sister Saudade says that Mother Clara only
looked at the future conveniences, without worrying or feeling disheartened by the pre-
sent difficulties, although others came to reap the rewards, always trusting in God’s prov-

idence (Cf. POSITIO Super vita, virtutibus et famasanctitatisMariaeClarae a lesulnfante, Vol. 1 Informatio, Romae,
2002, pgs.56-62).



