
   
 

 

The main traits of the life of Mother Clara, reveal in her an extraordinarily rich 

personality, a woman out of her time. Her contemporaries affirm that she possessed in 

a high degree all the theological and human qualities and virtues. Her life revealed a re-

markable docility to the action of the Spirit of the Lord and she collaborated generous-

ly and constantly with divine grace. 
 

On her ascetic journey, one can see the effort, to live in a state of continuous con-

version, striving to uproot from her, all that displeased her Divine Spouse and to become 

pleasing in His eyes. Two contemporaries stated that she persevered in the exercise of 

virtues, namely charity, humility and faith, always perfecting them until the end(Cf. 

MENDES DE MOURA, Rosa Helena. POSITIO Super vita, virtutibus et fama sanctitatis Mariae Clarae a 

Iesu Infante, Vol. I Informatio, Romae, 2022, pgs.47-48). 

 

«While reporting her death, the journalist of “A Nação” stated a truth about Mother 

Clara, which was generally recognized: The illustrious and extinct woman was a model 

of virtues, and imposed herself upon everyone by the deep and sincere conviction of her 

beliefs, through the excellence of her education and the pilgrim qualities of her chosen 

character» (MENDES DE MOURA, Rosa Helena. POSITIO Super vita, virtutibus et fama sanctitatis 

Mariae Clarae a Iesu Infante, Vol. I Informatio, Romae, 2022, pg. 49). 

 

To motivate the Sisters to the practice of virtue and to revive their hearts with 

apostolic fervor and zeal, Mother Clara beckoned them with the hope of Heaven and 

encouraged them to serve and suffer with and like Christ: When, perhaps, we feel de-

jected or discouraged, let us remember Heaven and only this hope will encourage us! (Cf. 

Ibidem, pg. 61). 

 

«For her, Heaven was the ultimate limit of her identification with the suffering Christ 

and the certainty of living forever contemplating this God dearly loved and served. She 

hoped in his promises with an invincible and profound certainty: Go, therefore, because for 

a moment of combat, we are promised an eternity of glory! 
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Even when everything seemed to close in on her and she saw herself disqualified 

in the eyes of creatures, she continued to encourage the Sisters to hope. She deeply be-

lieved that our final dwelling is in God and she saw the earth as the place of trial that 

may sometimes seem long and hard, but that will soon pass: Cheer up and courage, 

dear daughters, because this life is of two days, and Heaven is for all eternity! 

 

The same feelings are still evident in the second last circular. She avails of the oc-

casion of the turn of the century to insist on the need for a change of life, as a prepara-

tion for the eternal Easter: (...) May it be, therefore, for all of us, like a time marked in 

the great book of life by the reform of our conduct, by the lively fervour! And so we will 

sing this eternal hosanna of happiness in eternity!...Nothing else bound her to earth, 

other than divine will. She longed for Heaven, where she had placed her treasure and 

all the charm of her heart.  

 

Three months before she died, she revealed this immense yearning of her soul, 

while recalling the celebration of her last Feast day: The soul, inebriated with holy af-

fections, as if it fled from this world of misery and was rising to God!!...  How will Heaven 

be like?!...»(Ibidem, pgs. 61-62).  

 

Identified with the suffering Christ, the prelude to eternal communion, she con-

tinued to encourage herself and her Sisters, sustained by hope that comes from deep 

communion with Christ, which she was now suffering, but which would later prove to 

be glorious to her (Cf.Ibidem, pg. 61). 

 

 «Now, immersed in glory, Sister Maria Clara remains, as always, attentive and sen-

sitive to the multiple needs and needs of those who trust in her and have recourse to 

her mediation before God. He pours out the mercies of the Lord upon everyone and 

sustains them with his incomparable charity, illuminating life, healing minds and bod-

ies and pointing out reasons for living and hoping. 

 

 “It was not in vain that he consumed the energy of the body and spirit, that he 

purified with the blood of his heart and washed with the tears of his eyes the suffering 

paths of humanity, for from them he made life to flow from them in abundance for 

all”(MENDES DE MOURA, Rosa Helena. Maria Clara do Menino Jesus sua gente e sua obra, Coimbra, 

2013, pg. 285). 

 

 

 


