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LITTLE
FLOWERS FOR
THE MONTH
OF DECEMBER
First Little Flower
In our congregational history, the difficulties experienced by

Mother Maria Clara

Mother Clara and the early Sisters, as the Chronicles attest it,

Of the Child Jesus

are almost impossible to be described. The growing number of
Sisters and the scarce resources for their maintenance were of-
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ten, miraculously assisted by Divine Providence.
The early Sisters tell us that, on a certain occasion, it was
time for dinner, without having anything in the house with
which to prepare it.
Having the Community gathered for this act, Mother Clara
was only able to tell them with great sadness:
- My daughters, today Our Lord has not given us anything to prepare the dinner with.
The Sisters remained serene all the same; they ate some dry
bread and very joyfully went for recreation.
A few moments later, there was a knock at the door. Sensing
in this sign, the divine response, Mother Clara said to the

This little flower
comes to remind us
about the sublime
secret of a God
who empties
Himself and makes
Himself poor
to enrich us

doorkeeper:
- “Go, my Sister, it is Our Lord who is sending us the
supper!...”Indeed, at the entrance was the servant of a noble
lady who sent a basket full of various delicacies, with which
all were able to satisfy their need.
Crónica da Congregação das Irmãs Franciscanas Hospitaleiras Portuguesas,
Braga 1933, Separata – 2ª Parte, págs. 43-44 e (cf. Madre Maria Clara
do Menino Jesus, sua gente e sua obra, pág.89)

That night, the Lord Himself prepared a real Supper for those
who made themselves poor for His love sake!

by His own
divinity.
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Second Little Flower
Sr. Joana Maria de São
Pedro (Sr. Jolenta)
Precious Gift of God
--------------------------

Hailing from Itabaiana,
in the interior of the
State of Sergipe-Brazil,
the young Joana Maria
de São Pedro, years later –
Sr. Jolenta Maria de São
Pedro - came to the
Fraternidade Mãe Imaculada, Colégio Imaculada
Conceição, Penedo/
Alagoas, Province of the
Holy Cross, in the year
1928. Determined to
consecrate herself to the
service of God and the
brethren, she became an
auxiliary Sister and
dedicated herself to
household works,
concretely, in the laundry
and ironing.

The Sisters, her companions, friends, doctors, teachers,
employees, ex-students of the Colégio Imaculada
Conceição speak with great joy and gratitude, of the Gift
that Sr. Jolenta was for the Congregation and for the
Church.
Sr. Jolenta was a great teacher. Without either having
academic qualification or scientific preparation, she was
gifted with the knowledge and wisdom of God. In this
way, she expressed in concrete gestures the most
excellent fruits of the Holy Spirit: love and charity,
welcoming the poorer brothers and sisters, especially, the
“elderly ladies and gents” her wonderful flock.
In the exercise of her mission, she worked and prayed
fervently for priestly and religious vocations. For a long
time she helped the poor seminarians, by making hosts
and selling the scraps to the school students.
Of the 55 years that she was in this Fraternity, she lived
the last 14 years with feeble health. Even bedridden, she
continued her evangelizing mission with her conformity
to the will of God. One day, she asked to remove a tile
from the garage which was next to her room, in order to
contemplate a little of heaven.
Once, she felt sick and after receiving medical care, she
rejoiced to remember that the following day was Saturday, day of giving her “little alms”. The Doctor insisted
that she should rest and give a holiday to her work, to
which she responded: - “The poor go hungry; they do not
know what a holiday is”.
Sr. Jolenta claimed having met Jesus within the four
walls of her room, in corner of her bed where she was
bedridden, in the iron as she was lovingly ironing the
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clothes of her Sisters and when she was making the
hosts. She was always updated with the news of Brazil
and the world, since she had a radio, her only material
property. She attended Mass daily, and called the radio
“my Church”. She always said very gracefully: “I just
came from Aracaju, or from Itabaiana”.
The students went, daily, to her room to visit her, to ask
for advice, prayers and to take snacks which they did
not eat, following her recommendation not to throw out
food, so that she could share it with the poor. She
constantly received friends and shopkeepers from the
cities, some food stuffs and other donations which were
kept in the room, which were arranged by her in bags to
facilitate its distribution on Saturdays. Young people
and adults, doctors and priests also frequently sought
her, to talk to her and to ask for advice in their difficulties.
Sr. Jolenta did much good to all, by her authenticity,
joy, kindness and franciscan welcome acceptance. She
was very grateful. She knew to suffer in silence, without complaining and without getting impatient. Her
purity was delightful.
During the time that she spent in bed, she offered
everyone, the sublime example of a free life, offered
and surrendered to the will of God.
In her funeral procession on foot, hundreds of people
incorporated from all classes and social status who
made it a point to pay their loving tribute to her well
known virtues. When she died, the Municipality of
Penedo declared three days municipal mourning. Later,
a School was dedicated, which was named after her.

